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Proposed Veteran’s Administration National Cemetery 

Scottsmoor, FL. 

 

The Veteran’s Administration has asked the Department to review and provide comments on a 

proposed new National Cemetery to be located in the community of Scottsmoor, Florida.  

Scottsmoor is located on US 1 in northern Brevard County between the communities of Mims 

and Oak Hill. 

US 1 in this location is a four lane divided rural facility and is not part of the Florida Intrastate 

Highway System nor is it part of Florida’s Strategic Intrastate System.  The Federal classification 

for this segment of US 1 is Rural Principle Arterial – Other.  The FDOT Level of Service for this 

segment is B which would equate to 26,300 vehicles per day.  The year 2010 traffic counts for 

this segment is 2,700 AADT.  This segment of US 1 is operating at a LOS B at only 10.27% of 

its capacity.  Traffic congestion is not an issue on this segment of US 1. 

We have used the Environmental Screening Tool (EST) which is a GIS based application 

developed for implementing Florida’s Efficient Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) 

process to investigate resources in the vicinity of the proposed cemetery.  The accompanying 

PowerPoint presentation contains screen shots from the EST for various resources.  Below is a 

brief summary of some of the more pertinent issues. 

FUTURE LAND USE 

Based on the GIS analysis of FDOT District 5 future land use at the ¼ mile buffer distance the 

vast majority of the land use is Very Low Residential with 900.6 acres which comprises 82.79% 

of the total land area.  The remaining land uses in descending order are: Rural Residential 8.99%, 

Agricultural 5.42%, Commercial 1.74% and Low Density Residential 1.05%. 

The proposed site is currently agricultural zoned land that is improved pasture and is intended to 

remain agricultural under the Future Land Use.  Within a one mile buffer area the top five 

agricultural land uses as a percent of total area is: improved pastures (planted forage crops) 

11.27%, citrus groves 9.06%, field crops 1.79%, sod farms 1.34% and horse farms at 0.9%. 

PRIME FARMLANDS 

At the one mile buffer distance Prime Farmland soils account for 57.1% of the total area.  The 

project site does consist of Soils of Unique Importance.  These soils are: Bradenton, Myakka 

Sand, Wabasso Sand, Copeland, Tavares fine sand and Rivera.  However, as noted above, these 

soils currently support planted forage crops within the improved pastures.  In addition to the soils 

of unique importance, the site also contains Anclote and Pompano soils.  Note that Anclote, 

Pompano, Rivera and Copeland complex are considered hydric soils. 



 

ARCAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL 

The location of the project site has been included in an archaeological assessment of select areas 

within Brevard County.  Based on the GIS analysis there is one potentially historic structure 

located in excess of ¼ mile away from the project site.  This is the remnants of a homestead from 

the Florida boom times of 1921-1929.  This site has been determined to not be eligible for listing 

in the National Register of Historic Places.   

SECTION 4(F) POTENTIAL 

The project site is located west of the Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge but would not 

have any direct impacts to this Refuge.  However, there is an “out parcel” of the MINWR that is 

immediately adjacent to the project site on the adjoining parcel.  West of the project site is the 

Scottsmoor Flatwoods Sanctuary.   

LISTED SPECIES 

There was an earlier report of an observed protected Florida Scrub jay on the project site in 1981 

with no observance of listed species on the project parcels since that date.  There are numerous 

Bald Eagle nests in the greater vicinity but the project site is outside of all of their protection 

zones.  There are no known listed species inhabiting the project site.  However, the project site 

does fall within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services’ Consultation Areas for: Florida Scrub jay, 

Piping plover and Crested caracara.  The project site is located just outside of the Snail kite 

Consultation area.  However, for projects in Brevard County the USF&WS generally requires 

consultation for the above and for these additional species: Red cockaded woodpecker and the 

Wood stork.  The project site is not within the Core Foraging Area of any Wood stork nesting 

colonies. 

WETLANDS 

Despite the presence of hydric soils within the project site, the National Wetland Inventory maps 

only indicate two small excavated ponds (PUBHx) as wetlands within the project site.  The 

state’s St. Johns River Water Management District (SJRWMD) also has jurisdiction over 

wetlands in Florida and they classify wetlands in accordance with the Florida Land Use Cover 

and Classification System (FLUCCS).  The SJRWMD data indicates 3 finger like areas classified 

as Mixed Scrub-Shrub Wetlands (FLUCCS code 6460).  These areas appear to be drainage 

features. 

FLOODPLAINS 

The very eastern end of the parcel encroaches into the 100 year floodplain according to FEMA 

data. 



CONTAMINATION 

There are no known major contamination issues with the project site.  The adjacent community 

of Scottsmoor has the standard septic tanks, underground storage tanks and a couple of locations 

with petroleum contamination monitoring.  There is one Treater, Storer and Disposer of 

Hazardous Waste within ¼ mile of the project site. 

SOCIAL / COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Located within one mile of the project site is 1 school, 2 parks, 3 churches, 1 fire station, 1 group 

care facility, 2 solid waste facilities and 1 wastewater facility. 

ECONOMICS / DEMOGRAPHICS 

Within one mile of the project site there are four 2010 Census Block Groups.  Within those 

Block Groups the minority populations are 4.0%, 4.5%, 5.7% and 8.1%.  According to the 2010 

American Community Survey Block Group Data there are 35 persons within the one mile buffer 

area that do not speak English well.  Within the four Block Groups of the one mile buffer the 

average of the median family income for the four Block Groups is $64,703.  However, within 

those Block Groups there were 218 households below the poverty level within the past twelve 

months before the 2010 survey. 
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